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OFF-LINE 


Tektronix, probably best known 
to the average user for its 
line of graphics terminals, 
will introduce a new line of 
modular terminals. Dubbed the 
4110 series, the line will 
feature compatibility with 
existing 4010 series products. 
At initial introduction, the 
Beaverton, Ore., firm should 
be unveiling three display 
options: a 15-inch high- 
resolution raster scan display, 
DVST (Direct View Storage Tube) 
‘--the firm's unique bipolar 
phosphor technology--and DVST 
with color (you read right, 
color) write-through. 


Nestar Systems, Palo Alto, 
Calif., received a patent on 
the Self-Assigning System 
developed for its Cluster/One 
system which forms the hub of 
a local network of as many as 
30 microcomputers. The 
addressing technique allows 
devices daisychained ona 
parallel bus to determine 
their own unique addresses. 
Each unit uses an identical 
interface; no dip-switches, 
jumpers, or special cables are 
reguired. The technigue 
separates the control bus into 
two or more groups of lines, 
with each group consisting | 
of different, mutually 

prime numbers of lines. 

The number of unigue addresses 
possible is the product of 

the number of lines in each 
group; i.e., l2 control 

lines grouped into subsets 

of three, four, and five lines 
can address 60 devices. The 
concept is adaptable to 
nonelectronic devices, 
as those using optical, 
mechanical, or hydraulic 
signaling. | 


such 


A proposed revision to ANSI 
X3.55-1977, the standard for 
blank l/4-inch cartridge tape 
is available for public 
comment. Order copies by 
sending $6 and a mailing 

label to X3 Secretariat, CBEMA, 
1828 L St., Washington, D.C. 
20036. 


HARDWARE 


DESKTOP TELEPRINTERS 


It seems like just about everybody wants to 
put a terminal on executives’ desks, and 
Trendcom is no exception. The firm has 
come up with a pair of desktop teleprinters 


with integral auto answer modems; an addi- 


tional intelligent keyboard can be added, 
turning the RO teleprinters into ASR termi- 
nals. The Trendcom 400 sells for $595 and 
prints lines of up to 40 upper and lower case 
characters, while the Trendcom 800, priced 
at $695, can print 80 character lines. Both 
units can communicate at 110bps, 200bps, 


or 300bps, and both feature direct connec- | 


tion—via a modular phone jack—to the di- 
rect dial or TWX networks. The Trendcom 


600 Intelligent Keyboard ($295) features 
4KB of storage, and character insert/delete 
editing. Plugging the keyboard into either 
printer yields an ASR terminal that can com- 
municate with computers, other Trendcom 
400s and 800s, TWX terminals, or, using a 
value-added network, Telex machines. 
Quantity discounts ‘are offered to oems. 
TRENDCOM, Sunnyvale, Calif,. 

FOR DATA CIRCLE 301 ON READER CARD 


DISTRIBUTED PROCESSING 


Harris Corp.’s Data Communications Div. 
has enhanced its 1670 distributed data proc- 
essing system to operate with Honeywell 


hosts supporting the vip 7760 communica- 


tions protocol. Dubbed the 1670/Hon- 
eywell, the system allows an operator to 
access data in either the 1670 or remote 
Honeywell mainframe from the same dis- 
play station. The 1670/Honeywell supports 
up to 32 display stations operating in inter- 


active VIP 7760 mode; 16 of these terminals 


can be switched from on-line host inquiry to 


local 1670 inquiry. Concurrent batch com- 
munications in Honeywell’s G1 15/355 pro- 
tocol are also available to 1670 users. The 
Harris system includes support for format- 
ted or source data entry, local inquiry and 
response, and system utilities. Harris says 
that the 1670/Honeywell system will allow 
users to distribute mainframe applications 
while speeding the implementation of new 
applications and reducing communications 
costs. With additional hardware and soft- 
ware modules, current users of Harris 8760 
interactive terminal systems, 1600 batch 
terminals, or 1650 or 1660 ddp systems can 
upgrade to 1670/Honeywell ddp systems. 

Configured with four displays, a 300 1pm 
printer, 12MB disk, tape drive, card reader, 

job entry and interactive communications 
lines, emulators and Format/10 data entry 
application software, the 1670/Honeywell 
leases for $2,135 per month (including 
maintenance) for 60 months. The same sys- 
tem sells for $97,496, with maintenance 
priced at $499 per month. HARRIS CORP., 

Data Communications Div., Dallas, Texas. 

FOR DATA CIRCLE 302 ON READER CARD 


"SMALL COMPUTER 


The TRW-Fujitsu Co. (TFC) has introduced 
its first computer system since the joint 
American-Japanese venture was formed a 
year ago. The TFC 8500 is a family of small 
general purpose machines ranging from a 
single workstation system in the $25,000 
price range up to $200,000 or so for a mul- 
tistation system that can support up to 80 
workstations (in some applications, howev- 
er, the practical limit on workstations may 
be lower). | 

The system can operate as a stand- 
alone unit, in a network with other 8500s, or 
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